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Conference "Organized forms of management in non-state forests‘’
Polish Association of Forest Associations (PZZL) 
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• EU Forest Strategy

European 
forest owners



Forest owners in the European Union

3Distribution of private ownership 
across Europe (Pulla et al., 2013)



© Pascal 
Charoy

© Pascal 
Charoy

© Pascal 
Charoy

Forest owners in the European Union

60% EU 
forest area

~15 millions 
EU forest 
owners 
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• EU Forest Strategy

European 
forests



Diversity of EU forests ?
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Diversity of EU forests ?
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Diversity of EU forests                 Diversity of EU forest owners
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Locally suited diversity of forest management
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Confederation 
of European 

Forest 
Owners



22 Ordinary members – national associations:

4 Associated members:
CONFI, Waldverband Österreich, UCFF, 
Familienbetriebe Land und Forst Bayern

CEPF Members 
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Meet CEPF Team
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Fanny-Pomme Langue
Secretary General

Hélène Koch
Senior Policy Advisor

Tim Hartl
Policy Advisor

Dajana Kojic
Office Manager

Dániel Komlós
Policy Advisor



Bridging the gap between EU discussions and practices

Digesting EU current 
policy discussion

Bringing practice’s 
experience



European forests facts
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• 182m ha (42% of EU land area)

• Growth in past 30 years: + 14 M ha, +8.5 bn m3

• 60% are private, 15M private forest owners

• 90% of EU wood industry supply originates from EU 
forests

• Forest-based sector: 8% of manufacturing added value 
in the EU and creates close to 4 million jobs
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• EU Forest Strategy

EU forest-
related 
policies

© EFI© Bath Uni.



Multiple expectations from society

© Lenzing



EU forest-related policies

EU Timber 
Regulation

EU Forest Action Plan 2007-2013
RED II

LULUCF Regulation 

Horizon 2020

7th Environment Action Programme 

EU Forest Strategy I

EU Bioeconomy Strategy I

Packaging Directive I

EU Forestry Strategy

Birds Directive

Habitats Directive

Packaging Directive II

Forest Productive 
Material Directive and 

Regulations

Water Framework 
Directive

Bern convention (wildlife 
and natural habitats)

Aarhus convention 
(access to information 

and justice on 
environment matters)

FOREST EUROPE

Invasive Alien Species
Regulation

Biodiversity Strategy 
to 2020

Green Infrastructure 
Strategy
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EU State Aid in the agricultural and 
forestry sector 2014-2020

New EU Forest Strategy for 2030

Renewable Energy 
Directive (RED)

EU Strategy on Adaptation to 
Climate change
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A EU Bioeconomy Strategy 
II

Plant Protection Product 
Regulation

Plant Health Regulation

Public procurement

Blue print EU FBI

Circular Economy Action Plan II

ILUC Regulation

2030 Climate and Energy 
framework

RED II and its review

LULUCF Regulation and its review

Effort Sharing Regulation

UN SDGs

Paris Agreement

Plastic Strategy and Single Use Plastic 
Directive

Communication to protect and restore 
the world‘s forests
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New CAP 2023 - 2027 and State aids 
post 2020

2050 long-term vision

Taxonomy Regulation

Sustainable Finance Action Plan

Guidance on cascading use 
of biomass

Biodiversity Strategy 
for 2030

7th and 8th Environment Action 
Programme 

Deforestation-free product Regulation

Nature Restoration Law

Climate Law

EU Industrial Strategy

Bonn Challenge

FLEGT Action Plan

1979

CAP and rural development
2007-2013

CAP and rural development
2014-2020

Horizon Europe

RED II and RED III 

Delegated Act - Biodiversity

Delegated Act - Climate

Sustainable Finance and its renewal

Effort Sharing Regulation and 
review

8th Environment Action Programme 

Fit for 55 package

Soil Strategy

Transitional Regulation 2020 - 2022

(tbc) Forest Monitoring and Long-term
Plans

Soil Health Law

Sustainable Carbon Cycle 
Initiative

Forest Focus Regulation

2023

Certification on Carbon 
Removals



• Climate change and environmental
degradation are an existential threat to
Europe and the world.

• Transform the EU into a modern,
resource-efficient and competitive
economy.

• No net emissions of greenhouse gases
by 2050

The European Green Deal

17



18

The European Green Deal (2019-2024) 

Non binding

EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

EU Forest Strategy for 2030

EU Strategy on Climate Change 
Adaptation

Binding

Revised LULUCF Regulation

Revised Renewable Energy 
Directive (RED III)

EU Regulation on Deforestation 
(EUDR)

EU Regulation on Carbon Removals
certification

EU Nature Restoration Law (NRL)

Implementation of EU Regulation
on sustainable finance

EU law on EU forest monitoring and national 
long-term plans

new

new

new

Announced for 
21stNov 2023



EU forest-related policies: achievement and limitations
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Impacts on 
forest owners



Consequences
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- More protection

- More sustainability 
requirements

- Political and legislative 
uncertainty

- Harvesting

- Area available for wood 
supply

- Products available

- Cost of management

- Administrative burden

- Motivation

No direct forest management requirements but:



Our messages
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EU Forest Owners’ messages ahead of EU elections

1. Enhance collaboration with 
Forest Owners

2. Support  our work

3. A ‘one size fits all’ approach 
cannot work



Thank you for you attention. 

www.cepf-eu.org

http://www.cepf-eu.org/
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